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We caught up with the gaffer following 
Tuesday’s game to share his thoughts on 
pre-season so far...
Gavin, thank you for talking to us. A goalless draw 
against Spurs’ Under 21s - it’s the first time that’s 
happened - but certainly an engrossing affair…
Yeah: we haven’t scored a goal in two games, I’m fully 
aware of that! But look, you know, it’s not surprising and 
I’ve said this all along from the very start and early on 
what these two games were set up to do - we’d worked 
heavily on how we set up our position, especially in the 
lower mid-block - I’m not saying that that’s what we’re 
going to do; there will be aspects of our play when we 
are going to need to do that … I thought particularly 
tonight was fantastic. We’ve changed the whole 11 at 
half time with some lads who are trying to impress and 
some people badged as trialists and you’re playing against 
a very good Spurs side who move the ball really well, 
are sharp, cut off your passing options very quickly when 
you’re in possession of the ball, and do everything that 
you’d expect from a from a top Premier League side. We 
stuck in there and the boys had been given a series of 
tasks to get through over these two games and they’ve 
done it admirably… The idea for how we’ve set up in 
these two games – and these were deliberate games – 
was to not get played through and I think we’ve achieved 
largely that, but obviously there’s still a bit of work to do 
because you’d expect a side like Spurs to open you up 
on occasions and it’s all about limiting those occasions. 

[On progress tonight and ahead of the Bracknell 
game]
I’m really, really pleased – it’s given me a foundation to 
go forward now – we’re picking up a new side, we’re 
bringing some new players in, and we’re trying to fit 
them into what I want – and that’s really not an easy 

task when you sometimes have them for one day a week 
or two hours on a Thursday night. Some aspects of our 
play tonight where, particularly in possession, we’ve got 
to massively improve and there’s no question about 
that – I said it after Saturday’s game that we tend to 
have a muscle movement of just going long and I think 
we’re better players than that. And that’s now our job 
to try and get that scoped into training and scoped into 
our playing. Saturday’s a really good test for us and the 
reason it’s been put in place – against a good step three 
side, because we know that in Bracknell from last year 
– is let’s see where we are. End of week three; let’s see 
where we are. We’re playing a good team at our level; 
how are we functioning? And then it’s a case of whether 
it’s a total going back to the drawing board or whether 
it’s just we need to enhance these bits and give us an 
extra five, ten percent – we’ll see.

The attendance was well over a thousand tonight – I 
think 1,125 – which for you, coming into a club like 
this, must be extremely pleasing…
It’s incredible really. You know I probably owe an apology 
because my ears are not as young as they used to be 
and as I understand they wanted a wave from me and 
I had to be reminded by some people behind me with 
younger ears that’s what they were asking for! It speaks 
volumes doesn’t it. It’s a pre-season friendly – alright it’s 
Spurs, and geographically it’s close and probably there’s 
mixed emotions from some of our supporters because 
it’s probably their Premier League club, but from our 
point of view you know to have that amount of people 
out for a pre-season friendly on a Tuesday night when 
we’re not playing our free-flowing football – we’re 
looking at certain things – and to keep supporting us 
to the end and clap the boys off as they did tonight 
and Saturday is fairly new to me of course and very 
humbling.

Watch the full interview on YouTube | 
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After a couple of games against 
professional academy opposition, 
it will be an interesting test to 
pit our wits against a strong step 
three team to give us more of a 
sense of where we stand against 
our peers at this level. Our 
opponents today had a fantastic 
campaign last year, finishing 
second in their league and only 
missing out in the play-offs. We’re 
really grateful for them coming to 
play us today and wish them every 
success for the season ahead 
(unless our paths cross in cup 
competitions!).

Our first two games have seen 
encouraging performances and 
the supporters I’ve spoken to 
have been impressed by how 
we are shaping up and some of 
the performances of our new 
recruits. As Gavin has reiterated, 
the opening games and the 
initial phases of pre-season have 
revolved a lot around how we 
work without the ball, but having 
said that I thought we have already 
started to see a bit of an identity 
with the ball too and hopefully 
we’ll get to build on that today. 

Tuesday night saw the now 
annual visit of our friends from 
Tottenham Hotspur and as ever 
their youngsters proved their 
undoubted potential with a very 
skilful performance. 

It was great to see a number 
of our players shining too though 
and it made for an enjoyable 
evening in front of our second 
highest ever home crowd. 
Hopefully a number of those 
seeing us for the first time will 
have enjoyed what that witnessed 
and the surroundings here at the 
QES and be back for more games 

next season. I would also like to 
say a huge thank you to all of our 
volunteers for their outstanding 
work on the night, coping with a 
crowd of nearly 50% more than 
we were anticipating. The turnstile 
team, bar staff and stewards 
were particularly stretched but 
all did an amazing job in the 
circumstances to ensure those 
attending the game had a great 
experience. 

If you’ve attended either of our 
last two games you will have seen 
our new catering partner, Cooking 
Champions, a local charity 
providing education, training and 
meals for those needing support 
in our local community. 

The partnership will see a profit 
share between us as well as young 
local people given the opportunity 
to build on their employability 
skills whilst earning the London 
living wage. Initial feedback has 
been very positive and whilst 
there have been one or two 
teething issues, we are confident 
of working together to ensure we 
have a great catering option for 
you for the season ahead. You will 
notice that that they are not here 
today due to a prior engagement 
but the full service will be 
resumed from the Grays game 
and throughout the forthcoming 
league campaign. 

Thank you for your incredible 
support over the first two 
friendlies and for buying and 
renewing your season tickets and 
Go To Town packages in great 
numbers. 

Enjoy the game today – Up The 
Town!

Paul Reed
Chairman

WELCOME
Good afternoon everyone and welcome to our third pre-
season friendly here at the QES as we host Bracknell Town. 
We hope they enjoy their stay with us today and wish them a 
safe journey home this evening. 



Originally founded in 1896 
as Old Bracknell Wanderers, 
the club joined the Ascot 
& District League in 1904, 
becoming league champions 
in the 1911-12 season, and 
winning further titles in 1914 
and 1933. 

In 1949 they switched to the 
Reading & District League and were 
renamed Bracknell Football Club, 
remaining in the league until joining 
the Great Western Combination 
in 1958. In 1962 the club adopted 
its current name, and a year later 
joined the Surrey Senior League. 
They finished bottom of the league 
in 1965–66, but went on to win the 
League Cup in 1968–69 and the 
double of the title and League Cup 
in 1969–70. Spells in the Spartan and 
Isthmian Leagues would follow. In 
2000–01 the club reached the first 
round of the FA Cup for the first 

time, eventually losing 4–0 at Lincoln 
City. Further league reorganisation 
in 2002 saw Bracknell placed in 
the Isthmian Division One South, 
and two seasons later they were 
transferred to Division One West 
of the Southern League. After 
relegation to the Hellenic League in 
2010, the 2016–17 season saw the 
club win three cups; the Hellenic 
League Challenge Cup, the Berks 
& Bucks County Senior Trophy, and 
the club the Reading Senior Cup 
final with victory over Binfield. In 
2017–18 Bracknell were runners-
up in the Hellenic League Premier 
Division, earning promotion to 
the South Central Division of the 
Isthmian League, as well as retaining 
the Challenge Cup with a 3–1 win 
over Thatcham Town in the final. The 
following season saw them finish as 
runners-up in the Isthmian League’s 
South Central Division, qualifying 

for the promotion play-offs. After 
beating Westfield 2–1 in the semi-
finals, they lost 3–0 to Cheshunt in 
the final. However, 2021–22 would 
see the club storm away to win the 
division, securing the championship 
by mid-March and earning 
promotion to the Premier Division 
South of the Southern League. 
The remarkable rise very nearly 
continued unabated. Last season saw 
Bracknell qualify for the first round 
of the FA Cup for the second time, 
with the club losing 3–0 at home 
to Ipswich Town. They went on to 
finish as runners-up in the Premier 
Division South, defeating Chesham 
United 1–0 in the play-off semi-
finals, though they lost out 3–2 to 
Truro City in the final. During the 
season they also won the Berks & 
Bucks Senior Cup for the first time, 
winning the final against Marlow 1–0.

MICHAEL EACOTT (Goalkeeper)
Previously of South Park and 
Epsom & Ewell, Michael has been 
between the sticks for Bracknell  
for the previous two seasons, 
joining ahead of the Robins’ title-
winning 21-22 season in 
the Isthmian South Central. 
He had previously skippered 
rivals Sutton Common Rovers, 
making 98 appearances, and 
helping them to promotion up to 
step 4.

RYAN BIRD (Defender)
A centre-back or centre-forward, 
veteran Ryan Bird began his 
footballing career in the 
academy at Burnham, promoted 
to first team in December 
2004 initially as a central defender, 
before re-establishing himself 
as a striker.  After nine years 
in Buckinghamshire, he accrued 
a wealth of experience with 
the likes of Portsmouth, 
Cambridge United, Yeovil Town, 
Dover Athletic, and Slough Town, 
among others.

SEAN FRASER (Defender)
Defender Sean Fraser arrived 
at Bracknell in October 2022 
from league rivals Beaconsfield 
Town, who he had joined in 
the summer. A Slough Town 
legend, he made 366 appearances 
across a decade before 
departing in 2022. His other 
previous clubs include Falkirk, 
Coventry City, Marlow, and Banbury 
United.

DARRYL HARRISON (Defender)
Centre back Darryl arrives at 
Bracknell from Chertsey Town, 
where he enjoyed a couple of stints 
and was an ever-present in the 21-
22 season, making 47 appearances 
and chipping in with three goals as 
the Curfews reached the Isthmian 
South Central play-off final. He was 
also previously with Ashford Town 
and had a brief period at Carshalton 
Athletic at the beginning of last 
season.

ETHAN BURDEN (Defender)
Named in the Isthmian South 
Central team of the season for 
Bracknell’s promotion-winning 
2021-22 campaign, left-back Ethan 
is now into his third season with 
the Robins. He had previously worn 
the shirts of Burnham, Binfield, and 
Ascot United.

ELLIOTT LEGG (Defender)
Right-back Elliott re-joined Bracknell 
in October 2022 having departed 
three years prior for Binfield, with 
whom he reached the FA Vase final 
at Wembley in 2021. He has also 
played for Marlow.

MASSIMO GIAMATTEI (Midfielder)
A former Robin and nominee in the 
Isthmian South Central team of the 
year, Massimo is a versatile option in 
central midfield or on the right flank. 
He returns to Bracknell having had 
an initial spell with the club in 2021 
following his release from Swindon 
Town. He has also represented 
Hanwell Town and Binfield.

KJ OSU (Midfielder)
Another versatile midfielder, 
Olukayode ‘KJ’ Osu is eligible to 
play for England, Italy or Nigeria. 
After stints as a youngster with 
Fulham, Aldershot Town and AFC 
Wimbledon’s academies, and in 
non-league with Staines Town, he 
moved to Belgium to sign his first 
professional contract with KSV 
Roeselare, thence to Chions (Italy) 
and back to England with Hartley 
Wintney.

ASHLEY LODGE (Midfielder)
Experienced midfielder Ashley 
signed for Bracknell in the 2022 
off-season from Chertsey Town. 
He was a former fan favourite at 
Staines Town, where he enjoyed a 
couple of spells and made over 150 
appearances as well as picking up 
several player awards prior to his 
departure in December 2015. He 
also counts Molesey, Ashford Town 
(Middx), Egham Town and Hayes & 
Yeading among his previous sides.

JACK PENTON (Midfielder)
A 19-year-old midfielder, Jack was 
dual-registered with Burnham FC 
from November last season and 
joins Bracknell again at the start of 
this campaign. Well-regarded by both 
clubs, he began to develop a regular 
eye for goal from the centre of the 
park last year.

LIAM TACK (Midfielder)
Tacky’ teamed up again with his 
former managers in Carl Withers 
and Jamie McClurg, joining Bracknell 
from Binfield in November 2022 
and helping the Robins to second 
place in last year’s Southern League 
Premier with 90 points. He had 
62 times for the Moles, scoring 
10 goals, and was previously with 
Thame United and Hanwell Town. 

GEORGE KNIGHT (Midfielder)
Returning for this season is George 
Knight; an ever-present in the heart 
of the Robins’ midfield last campaign 
with 10 goals in 50 appearances. 
Prior to his time at Bracknell, he 
had spent three years in the USA, 
playing for Lander University’s 
Bearcats.

CONNOR HOLLAND (Midfielder)
A former Robins Under-18 player, 
attacking midfielder Connor 
returns ahead of this season from 
neighbours Binfield, where he had 
scored 7 goals from midfield in 37 
appearances last term. He had been 
with the Moles since July 2022 after 
arriving from Ashford Town (Middx), 
and had also previously featured 
for Knaphill and Wokingham & 
Emmbrook.

ZIDAN AKERS (Forward)
A tall, tricky, right-sided winger, 
Zidan started his career with 
Wallingford before moving into 
the academies at Reading and 
Hearts. Spells with Thatcham 
Town, Basingstoke Town, Walton 
Casuals and Hungerford Town 
followed before joining Bracknell in 
November 2021, helping them to 
the Isthmian South Central title. 

BRACKNELL TOWN
INTRODUCING...



KAMERON ENGLISH (Forward)
A pacey winger, Kameron joined 
Bracknell in the 2022 off-season 
from Marlow, where he had been 
top scorer the previous season. He 
has also had stints with Ashford 
Town (Middx), Harrow Borough 
and a brief loan spell at Hanworth 
Villa.

BEN HARRIS (Forward)
Experienced centre-forward 
Ben is a former Windsor, 
Hampton & Richmond and 
Ascot United striker who has 
won the New Zealand national 
championship with Team 
Wellington. The forward joined 
Bracknell, initially on loan, in 
December 2022, before rejoining 
ahead of the coming season.

JOE GRANT (Forward)
Wide forward Joe returned from 
an ACL injury last season, yet 

proved to be a vital part of last 
season’s play-off push, finishing with 
24 goals as leading goal scorer for 
Bracknell. The Robins’ Supporters 
Player of the Year for 2018-19, 
his other previous sides include 
Slough Town, Hayes & Yeading, 
Hartley Wintney, Ascot United and 
Molesey.

LIAM FERDINAND (Forward)
A prolific striker no stranger to 
Town boss Gavin Macpherson, 
Liam is back for another spell with 
the Robins for 23-24. Netting 25 
goals in 29 appearances in the 
21-22 season with Met Police, he 
joined play-off victors Farnborough 
before a stint with Chesham and a 
brief return to Bracknell. A winner 
at Wembley after winning the FA 
Vase with Thatcham Town, he was 
part of an FA Representative side 
which visited the Falkland Islands in 
November 2018.
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IN CHARGE:
 JAMIE MCCLURG 
& CARL WITHERS
Both former Robins as players, 
McClurg and Withers joined the 
club in September 2022 from 
Binfield, where they had enjoyed 
a superb start to the season, 
lying second in the Isthmian 
South Central Division One and 
through to the Third Qualifying 
Round of the FA Cup having 
seen off Tonbridge two steps 
up by a 4-0 scoreline. They then 
repeated the trick to guide 
Bracknell to the First Round 
Proper against Ipswich Town – 
their first match at that stage 
for two decades – and to the 
Southern League play-off final 
after 90 points earned them 
second spot. They, and their 
side, will doubtless be eager to 
go one better this campaign.



Sat 12 Aug	 H	 Concord Rangers	 3pm

Tue 15 Aug	 A	 Potters Bar Town	 7.45pm

Sat 19 Aug	 A	 Folkestone Invicta	 3pm

Sat 26 Aug	 H	 Cray Wanderers	 3pm

Mon 28 Aug	 A	 Haringey Borough	 3pm

Sat 9 Sep	 H	 Bognor Regis Town	 3pm

Sat 16 Sep	 A	 Kingstonian	 3pm

Sat 23 Sep	 H	 Carshalton Athletic	 3pm

Sat 30 Sep	 A	 Wingate & Finchley	 3pm

Sat 14 Oct	 H	 Whitehawk	 3pm

Sat 21 Oct	 A	 Lewes	 3pm

Tue 24 Oct	 A	 Billericay Town	 7.45pm

Sat 28 Oct	 H	 Hashtag United	 3pm

Sat 4 Nov	 A	 Hornchurch	 3pm

Sat 11 Nov	 H	 Canvey Island	 3pm

Sat 18 Nov	 H	 Hastings United	 3pm

Sat 25 Nov	 A	 Chatham Town	 3pm

Sat 2 Dec	 H	 Margate	 3pm

Sat 9 Dec	 A	 Horsham	 3pm

Sat 16 Dec	 H	 Dulwich Hamlet	 3pm

Tue 26 Dec	 A	 Cheshunt	 3pm

Sat 30 Dec	 A	 Cray Wanderers	 3pm

Mon 1 Jan	 H	 Haringey Borough	 3pm

Sat 6 Jan	 A	 Concord Rangers	 3pm

Sat 13 Jan	 H	 Folkestone Invicta	 3pm

Sat 20 Jan	 A	 Hashtag United	 3pm

Sat 27 Jan	 H	 Hornchurch	 3pm

Tue 30 Jan	 H	 Billericay Town	 7.45pm

Sat 3 Feb	 A	 Canvey Island	 3pm

Sat 10 Feb	 H	 Kingstonian	 3pm

Sat 17 Feb	 A	 Carshalton Athletic	 3pm

Sat 24 Feb	 H	 Wingate & Finchley	 3pm

Sat 2 Mar	 A	 Whitehawk	 3pm

Sat 9 Mar	 H	 Lewes	 3pm

Sat 16 Mar	 H	 Horsham	 3pm

Sat 23 Mar	 A	 Margate	 3pm

Sat 30 Mar	 A	 Bognor Regis Town	 3pm

Mon 1 Apr	 H	 Cheshunt	 3pm

Sat 6 Apr	 A	 Dulwich Hamlet	 3pm

Sat 13 Apr	 H	 Potters Bar Town	 3pm

Sat 20 Apr	 A	 Hastings United	 3pm

Sat 27 Apr	 H	 Chatham Town	 3pm

ISTHMIAN LEAGUE PREMIER DIVISION 

FIXTURES 2023/24

TOWN HOLD SPURS YOUNG PROS
ENFIELD TOWN 0 TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR U21S 0
Just what the doctor 
ordered is perhaps 
the best way to sum 
up Tuesday night’s 
prestige friendly against 
a Tottenham Under-21 
side. Gavin and his 
management team got 
just what they asked for 
in terms of concentrating 
on how we performed 
off the ball, with players 
covering for each other 
and not leaving too many 
gaps for the visitors to 
exploit, writes Andrew 
Warshaw.

The crowd of 1,125 was a 
revelation, some 300 more 
than for the same fixture last 
season, and whilst there were 
no goals, there was plenty of 
encouragement for the rest 
of the pre-season campaign 
when the focus will switch to 
seeing how we take the game to 
opposition from the same level 
as us, or lower. It was inevitable 
that our visitors, many of whom  
had trained with the Spurs 
senior team and won both the 
under-17 and under-18 Premier 
League Cup, would control the 
game and have almost all the 
possession.

But in truth, they didn’t carve 
out too many clearcut chances, 
the two best both saved — by 
Rhys Forster’s spectacular tip-
over from Dante Cassanova in 
the first half (pictured) and Adi 
Connolly pushing Lyons-Foster’s 
deflected effort onto the 
upright in the second period. 
Rio Kyerematen and Nile John 
missed further chances but 
although Tottenham’s pace and 

dribbling skills were there for 
all to see, we kept our shape 
throughout and closed off the 
spaces as best we could.

Just as against QPR on 
Saturday, Gavin fielded two 
separate elevens in each half, 
with five of our summer 
recruits playing the first 45 
minutes and Reece Beckles-
Richards making a promising 
Town debut when introduced 
after halftime. Louis Birch’s 
lung-busting industry and 
Ollie Knight’s crossing ability 
will surely be huge assets and 
although he was still nursing an 
injury, it was encouraging to see 
Jake Cass do some light running 
on the touchline as he attempts 
to regain fitness. 

“Very pleased with our 
night’s work,” said Gavin 
afterwards. “How often have 
we been broken down by two 
professional clubs, on Saturday 
and tonight? Not that often. 
Your out of possession work 
is worth a lot points.” “What 
we saw in the last two games 

is what we’ve been working 
on in training. We can now 
tick that box to an extent and 
move on to what we want to 
build with the ball.” “That’ll 
take some time. I’m still seeing 
things I don’t particularly like 
such as going long too quickly. 
We’ve got different ideas and 
the players are having to adapt. 
Having said that, they are not 
going to meet teams at Step 
3 as sharp as Spurs in terms 
of closing down your passing 
options.”

Next up Bracknell. “They’re 
a very good Step 3 side,” said 
Gavin. “It’s a good opportunity 
almost at the halfway stage of 
pre-season to see where we’re 
at against a side at our level.”

Town First Half: Forster, 
Parcell (c), Payne, Trialist, 
Richmond, Birch, Bessadi, 
Youngs, Trialist, Knight, Wyllie

Second Half: Connolly, 
Bailey, Trialist, Trialist, Trialist, 
Thomas (c), Wilkes, Taaffe, 
Trialist, Beckles-Richards, Trialist, 
Substitute: Trialist.



Can you lend a hand?
We are always on the lookout for people who can 
assist the club in any way they can. If you can lend your 
skills in any way, please email gmeytanis@gmail.com . 
We are particularly keen on matchday helpers (bar/
shop staff, programme sales, stewarding), programme 
contributors, and anyone with a background in 
marketing or technology.

Own Your Football Club Today!
There has been a fantastic take-up of membership and 
of our GoToTown packages ahead of the new season – 
thank you very much for your support. We are always 

looking for more of you to become members of the 
club, and own your share - and your vote – as part of 
the football club and are aiming to hit 400 members 
soon. Remember: without its members, there would be 
no Enfield Town FC!

Community Day
Today’s matchday has been designated ‘Community 
Club Day’ here at Enfield Town FC. In the build-up to 
our friendly with Bracknell Town, we have a live band, 
a magician, footy food & drink as usual, as well as live 
demos by the fire, police, and ambulance services.
We would like to thank the following partners for their 
support:

By the time you read this, the women’s 
World Cup will be firmly under way and 
England will have just completed their 
first game against underdogs Haiti. 

But behind the scenes an old chestnut continues 
to rumble on: whether women footballers should 
have equal prize money to men. Days out from 
the start of the tournament, teams were turning 
up the pressure on the sport’s governing body, 
FIFA.

Three days before the big kick-off last Thursday, 
members of co-hosts Australia released a video 
taking a swing at FIFA’s failure to grant women 
the same prize money as their male counterparts. 
The total prize pool for the women’s tournament 
was raised to $150 million this year – a 300 percent 
increase on 2019 yet still only about a third of the 
$440 million handed to the winners of last year’s men’s 
World Cup in Qatar. Everyone will have their view 
on whether this is justified but the women players 
argue it most definitely is not. The assumption that 
women’s sports are inferior to men’s, and therefore less 
deserving financially, has long been a burning issue. But 
while Wimbledon prize money, for instance, is now the 
same for both genders and men’s and women’s cricket 
teams will in future receive equal prize money at all 
ICC tournaments, football is still lagging behind. The 
Australian World Cup squad say such gender disparity 
is totally unfair, as is the fact some nations do not have 
collective bargaining rights.

“736 footballers have the honour of representing 
their countries on the biggest stage this tournament,” 
said Australia and Everton midfielder Clare Wheeler in 
the aforementioned video. Western Sydney Wanderers’ 
Clare Hunt added: “Yet many are still denied the basic 
right to organise and collectively bargain.” Speaking 
at the FIFA Congress in March, FIFA president Gianni 
Infantino pledged: “Our ambition is to have equality in 
payments for the 2026 men’s and 2027 women’s World 
Cup. This is the objective that we set to ourselves. FIFA 
is stepping up with actions, not just with words.”

Really? Will FIFA actually put their money where their 
mouth is? Believe it when you see it. Australia are not 
the only team to speak out on equal pay. From Nigeria 
to the UK, South Africa to Canada, there have been 
stand-offs between national teams and their football 
associations. Some teams even threatened to boycott 
matches. England didn’t quite go that far but right up 
until the eve of the World Cup, the Lionesses were 

locked in a performance-related bonus dispute of their 
own. In the end the European champions decided to 
put aside controversial negotiations but made clear 
their disappointment with the FA over an issue that 
could have developed into a huge distraction on the 
eve of the tournament. Instead, they wrote a letter to 
say they were unhappy with the way they are being paid 
throughout the competition but that they will return 
to the matter afterwards. For the first time, FIFA prize 
money will be paid directly to the Lionesses squad 
rather than the FA, and England’s players have been 
pushing the FA to top up the central payments awarded 
to every side since 2022. Even manager Sarina Wiegman 
became involved, telling Sky she hoped for a “quick 
solution” after the team arrived in Australia.

“Last year we presented the FA with concerns 
relating to our bonus and commercial structures,” 
the England squad’s letter said. “The hope was that 
discussions would lead to a solution before the 
commencement of the World Cup. We are disappointed 
that a resolution has still not been achieved. “With 
our opening game on the horizon, we Lionesses have 
decided to pause discussions, with full intentions 
of revisiting them following the tournament. We 
collectively feel a strong sense of responsibility to grow 
the game and while our focus now switches fully to the 
tournament ahead, we believe every tackle, pass and 
goal will contribute to the work we are committed to 
doing off the pitch. “We look forward to playing for 
our country in this World Cup with pride, passion and 
perseverance.”

All very laudable but at the back of their minds is 
another word beginning with P that is going to have to 
be resolved as soon as they return from Down Under: 
Pounds.

Andrew Warshaw

GLASS CEILING ON
FOOTBALL’S BIGGEST STAGE 



BRACKNELL TOWN
Manager: Jamie McClurg & Carl Withers

Michael EACOTT
Ryan BIRD
Sean FRASER
Darryl HARRISON
Ethan BURDEN
Elliott LEGG
Massimo GIAMATTEI
KJ OSU
Ashley LODGE
Jack PENTON
Liam TACK
George KNIGHT
Connor HOLLAND
Zidan AKERS
Kameron ENGLISH
Joe GRANT
Ben HARRIS
Liam FERDINAND

ENFIELD TOWN
Manager: Gavin Macpherson

Rhys FORSTER
Adi CONNOLLY

Kyle BAILEY
James RICHMOND

Joe PAYNE
Mickey PARCELL

Scott THOMAS
Louis BIRCH

Kian WILKES
Sam YOUNGS
Sami BESSADI

Oliver KNIGHT
Lewis TAAFFE

Reece BECKLES-RICHARDS
Marcus WYLLIE

MATCH OFFICIALS
Referee: Michael Mackey Assistants: Ollie Bierman & Terry Barnes

NEXT AT THE QEII
GRAYS ATHLETIC

Pre-Season Friendly | Saturday 5th August 2023 @ 3.00pm


